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3Dean’s Message
A
cademic year 2012-’13 was 
another remarkable year in 
terms of our accomplish-
ments and new initiatives. 
This report is all about celebrating the 
successes of our graduate programs and 
looking ahead to new challenges in the 
coming year.
Our doctoral enrollments and gradua-
tions continue to grow. We have steadi-
ly expanded professional develop-
ment opportunities for our students by 
teaming up with various centers and 
institutes on campus. The University 
Graduate School (UGS) and Graduate 
and Professional Students Committee 
joined forces to organize research paper 
and poster competitions. Our students’ 
research, showcased during Graduate 
Student Appreciation Week, covered 
such themes as ideological extremism, 
ecotourism, and swarm epistemology. 
Winners at this event fared very well 
at the Statewide Graduate Research 
Symposium, where they secured one 
first place and two second places in 
STEM and health science disciplines.
We take pride in working closely with 
both our students and our graduate 
program administrators. We are one of 
very few universities in the country to 
track individual doctoral student prog-
ress annually through annual evaluations. 
Moreover, vital statistics from Annual 
Program Summaries help graduate pro-
grams with strategic planning in recruit-
ment, admission, and retention activities. 
We are also one of very few universities 
in the country to adopt the Carnegie 
assessment system for all our doctoral 
programs. 
One focus in 2012-’13 was to make our 
operations and processes streamlined 
and efficient. We instituted a new gradu-
ate application system, developed an 
online system for petitions, and simplified 
several steps of the admission process. 
Our recruitment team developed an 
intelligent way of reaching out to admit-
ted applicants, both domestic and inter-
national, which allows us to give personal 
attention to each and every prospective 
student.
Finally, 2012-’13 was a year of reaching 
out to our alumni. With a nucleus of six 
founding members, the Dean’s Academy 
has come into existence. The key pur-
pose of the academy is to help devel-
op alumni support for UGS and to lead 
and inspire our students by example. 
Students are at the center of everything 
we do. We measure our quality one stu-
dent at a time, and that’s our strategy to 
remain Worlds Ahead. 
Dean’s Message
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2009             2010              2011              2012
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Asian Other
6,271
5,939
5,401
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Numbers and Trends
Masters/Specialists Research Doctorates
2009     2010     2011     2012 2009     2010     2011     2012 2009     2010     2011     2012 2009     2010     2011     2012
0+50+26+16+4+42,68650%26%1,31516%815
4%
185
4%
224
7,4816,636
Total Graduate Enrollment
+15%
Fall 2009 Fall 2012
#1
for Masters degrees 
granted to Hispanics in 
Business and Marketing
#2
for total number of 
Hispanics enrolling in 
graduate school
#3
for Masters and PhD STEM 
degrees granted to Hispanic 
graduate students in Florida
Rankings
China 
(444)
Iran
(65)
Venezuela
(127)
Peru
(51)
India
(171)
Colombia
(125)
Cuba
(93)
Jamaica
(219)
Panama
(51)
#2
for total number of enrolled 
international graduate 
students in Florida
International 
Students 
make up nearly 1/3 of the 
graduate student body
62%
of FIU Doctoral 
Students
seeking academic 
appointments were 
hired as faculty. 
(National average is 53%.)
Haiti
(52)
Source: NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, Survey 
of Earned Doctorates, 2011.
Top 10 Countries
of Origin for Enrolled International 
Graduate Students (2012-13)
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Source: Hispanic Outlook in Higher Education, April 2013.
Provost Award
Outstanding 
Graduate Mentor
6 Provost Awards
Paul Kowert
Dr. Paul Kowert is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Politics 
and International Relations. For two 
decades at FIU, he has developed 
coursework, challenged students, and 
helped to establish a Ph.D. program. His 
graduate students nominated him for his 
exceptional guidance and mentorship.
What does the provost award 
mean to you?
Well, I felt enormously f lat-
tered, particularly since I was 
nominated by my students. If they 
feel that they are having a really 
good experience at FIU, then of 
course it’s not attributable just 
to me, but I am proud of what I 
contributed to that experience 
and what we’ve done in general 
as a department at FIU. Beyond 
that, I confess that I felt a little em-
barrassed to be getting an award 
simply for doing my job.
What you do love most about 
teaching here?
By far, the most fun part of my 
day is teaching. What I love most 
about teaching here is FIU’s mis-
sion. As a big public university in 
an urban environment, we get all 
kinds of students, from all over 
the world. They have a great 
diversity of backgrounds and 
experience, which is a plus in 
the classroom.  But it also means 
that, without the same kinds of 
preparation, some have to work a 
little harder to get through school. 
I think FIU gives a lot of value-
added education.  We want to 
see our students succeed, 
and we work hard to help 
them find the right path.
How is mentorship at the 
graduate level unique?
Graduate school is the 
moment, for many students, 
of a transition from student to 
scholar. You want your students 
to surpass your own 
work, to go in 
directions that you 
wouldn’t be able 
to think of yourself. 
When they suc-
ceed, then you’ve 
done your job.
Any collaboration with your 
grad students at the moment?
I collaborate with my students 
in both teaching and research.  
Every year, I work with about six 
graduate teaching assistants in 
my large “Introduction to Interna-
tional Relations” undergraduate 
course.  Together, we teach about 
400 undergraduate international 
relations or political science ma-
jors.  For the graduate students, 
who lead their own discussion 
sections every week, it’s a bridg-
ing experience that helps them 
learn how to design and 
teach their own 
courses later.  
We spend a 
lot of time 
talking about 
pedagogy, 
in weekly 
meetings, and 
crafting short 
writing 
assignments for the discussion 
sections.  I’m also currently work-
ing with two graduate students 
on a co-authored paper, and I’ve 
helped many students find their 
way into print over the years.  
Today, it’s increasingly important 
for doctoral students to leave 
school with a publication record. 
Any memorable moment as a 
mentor?
The moment that stands out for 
me, in retrospect, is the moment I 
arrived at FIU.  When I think back 
to where we were only 20 years 
ago, with a brand new doctoral 
program, I think we’ve built a lot 
in a short time.  Now, my own 
program has almost 100 doctoral 
students in two PhD programs 
(International Relations and Politi-
cal Science), and we graduate 
about 10 new PhDs a year.  As 
we enhance our reputation, that 
will attract even more students, 
but good mentorship is what will 
keep them here.  So the mentor-
ship award, to me, symbolizes 
what we have been able to 
build. It means that FIU is 
just doing the right things.
FIU
is
just
doing
the 
right
things.
““
Provost Award
Outstanding Graduate 
Program Director
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Les Standiford
Award-winning author Les Standiford helped 
establish the Creative Writing Program, where 
he has been the director for 27 years. The 
heralded program has awarded the MFA degree 
to several New York Times’ best-selling authors 
and to the 2013 inaugural poet, among others. 
Standiford is honored for exceptional dedication 
and achievement.
What were your aspirations 
for the Creative Writing 
Program?
Well, I looked at the place and the 
beauty of it, and said to myself, 
“Who on earth wouldn’t want to 
come to study creative writing 
in the middle of paradise?” One 
of the surprises that I found was 
that roughly half of our students 
come from our surrounding areas 
because so many people have 
come to Florida for other reasons, 
jobs, family, and so forth. There’s 
a big market that we serve 
locally, and then half of our 
students in the grad program 
come from elsewhere. I didn’t 
foresee that there was so much 
homegrown talent—it was a 
nice surprise.
What aspect of 
the program 
gives you 
the most 
fulfillment?
I’m most 
happy about 
the number 
of students 
who take 
this training 
and do 
something 
with it in terms of publishing, 
teaching and arts administration. 
It’s very difficult to publish a 
book, and in just 20 or so years 
we’re currently closing in on 100 
book publications. Some of them 
are pretty significant: Dennis 
Lane’s “Mystic River” was made 
into an Academy Award winning 
film starring Clint Eastwood, and 
on and on the list goes. That, I 
think, is one of the things I’m most 
proud of.
What makes 
this graduate 
program 
unique?
Part of it is 
the place 
itself—Miami 
being such an interesting place, 
culturally diverse. Another part 
is the school, the institution—the 
English department has been so 
supportive from the beginning. 
The college, the university seems 
to embrace what we do and from 
the beginning made me feel like 
this is important and that they 
value our accomplishments. You 
don’t get that at every school. 
At some older schools, when a 
certain program or individual 
excels, then other people get 
threatened, and there is very little 
of that at FIU.
What else sets it apart?
The terrific faculty that I’ve 
been fortunate enough to have 
surrounding me, one by one, 
from the beginning. No one 
who has been hired here in my 
27-year tenure has ever quit. 
Not one faculty member. 
Nobody has ever quit to 
go somewhere else. I don’t 
know if there’s another 
program in the U.S. where  that’s 
the case. There is a great deal of 
camaraderie between the faculty, 
which makes it strong. Whether 
the students appreciate that or 
not, it is very helpful to them.
Where do you see the program 
and yourself in the future?
Well, I hope that I will be able 
to retire at FIU, although I’m not 
looking for that to happen any 
time soon. We’re in the process 
of creating a Ph.D. program in 
creative writing, an invaluable 
asset. There are over 200 MFA 
programs in the USA, with only 
25 viable Ph.D. programs in 
creative writing. The only other 
one in Florida is at FSU. We 
have enough of our graduates 
alone living in the area to make 
the Ph.D. program in creative 
writing viable. I also look forward 
to working with great students 
who do terrific work. That’s the 
principle pleasure of this job.
...in just 20 years we’re currently closing 
in on 100 [student] book publications. 
“
“
Provost Awards
for Outstanding Graduate 
Student Accomplishments
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Outstanding Creative Project
The first day of architecture class convinced Ana Cecilia Benatuil that 
she had picked the right field, and she has been pursuing an accelerated 
masters degree since coming to FIU as a new college student. Ana won 
this award for her thesis project, “Designing for Sea Level Rise,” which 
has been exhibited by the American Institute of Architects. Her fondest 
memory at FIU was competing with the architecture team at the 2011 
Solar Decathlon International Competition in Washington, D.C.
Outstanding Student Engagement
The eyes of students at West Miami Middle School grew big as Rupak Dua 
explained how medical research saves lives. Introducing middle school 
students to STEM careers is only one facet of the diverse engagement 
activities Dua initiated as president of Alpha Eta Mu Beta, the honor society 
for Biomedical Engineering. From organizing fundraising for nonprofit 
organizations, to connecting with biomedical companies to provide an 
industry lecture series, Dua is a true ambassador of academia. During his 
masters and doctoral research at FIU, he has studied stent development, 
tissue engineering, and various alloys for orthopedics.
Outstanding Graduate Teaching 
Assistant
Bryan Dewsbury loves both biology and teaching, and his passion 
has inspired many students in biology to feel the same way. He is 
pursuing a Ph.D. that follows his M.Sc. in Biology from FIU in 2006. As a 
teaching assistant, he created a holistic “teaching pentagon” approach 
as part of the NSF-sponsored program QBIC: Quantifying Biology in 
the Classroom. He believes a great teaching assistant needs humility, 
scholarship, and attention to students’ circumstances.
Outstanding Paper or Manuscript
Concerned about her native Bangladesh and its vulnerability to climate 
change, Shah Najiba is studying the use of low-carbon hydrogen energy 
storage materials. Her 2012 publication in the world’s second-most cited 
journal, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, was  “High-
pressure study of lithium amidoborane using Raman spectroscopy and 
insight into dihydrogen bonding absence.” Since 2009, she has been 
pursuing a Ph.D. in Materials Science and Engineering.
Ana Benatuil
Architecture
Rupak Dua
Biomedical Engineering
Bryan Dewsbury
Biology
Shah Najiba
Materials Science and Engineering
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Fellow Spotlights
Margie Kieper
Presidential Fellow
Vanessa Madrazo
McKnight Fellow
Elizabeth Turner
Presidential Fellow
Natalie Damaso
McNair Fellow
Margie Kieper is a first year doctoral student 
in Geosciences. Her research focuses on 
tropical cyclone precipitative structure and 
intensification.  She developed a method that 
uses passive microwave (PMW) imagery for 
forecasting episodes of rapid intensification. 
The method has been tested around the globe 
and is currently being automated through the 
National Hurricane Center Joint Hurricane 
Testbed.  Related research includes a PMW-
based tropical cyclone life cycle model.
Vanessa Madrazo is in her fifth year of 
the Developmental Psychology doctoral 
program. Her dissertation examines the 
role of purpose and identity on positive 
development within the context of Hispanic 
women in college. Her research will inform 
policy makers and interventionists in the 
mental health field as well as professionals in 
Higher Education on the unique experience 
of Hispanic female college students.
Elizabeth Turner is a third year doctoral 
student in Accounting. Her research centers 
on the value relevance of accounting reform 
and its effects in the US and international 
capital markets. She has published several 
research articles on related topics, including 
how the elimination of the reconciliation to US 
GAAP affects investors’ knowledge, another 
on the information quality of R&D information 
and a third on home bias. Her dissertation 
examines market reaction to recent pension 
accounting reform. All of her research adds 
to fundamental understanding of the effects 
of accounting reform on market valuation.
Natalie Damaso is a second year student in the 
Combined M.S. of Forensic Science/Ph.D. in 
Biology program at FIU. Her M.S. thesis involves 
the comparison of novel polymers using 
capillary electrophoresis for bioseparations of 
complex DNA mixtures based on both length 
heterogeneity and sequence polymorphisms. 
Her Ph.D. research involves analysis of soil from 
across Miami-Dade County, using microbial 
metagenomic profiling, to study the potential of 
its use as forensic evidence. Her major research 
interests are a combination of microbiology, 
computational science, and forensic science to 
look at complex microbial communities.
Eric Huey
McKnight Fellow
Eric Huey is a fourth year doctoral candidate 
in Electrical and Computer Engineering. 
Eric’s doctoral research addresses 
the challenges of integrating oxide 
nanostructures into bio-sensing platforms. 
The central focus of his work will involve 
exploring the electron transport of oxygen 
through microelectrode barrier layers. 
His research will enable the development 
of wearable sensing devices for wellness 
monitoring and point of care diagnostics.
Raju Sinha
Presidential Fellow
Raju Sinha is a doctoral candidate in 
Electrical and Computer Engineering.  His 
current research is focused on the design 
and fabrication of a tunable, compact, solid-
state terahertz (THz) source and detector 
capable of functioning at room temperature. 
The research involves studying 
characteristics of different nonlinear optical 
materials and how the dimension of different 
THz waveguides is related to the frequency 
of the propagating signal.  His research will 
significantly contribute to the development 
of THz devices with high efficiency.
10 Graduate Student Appreciation Week
Graduate Student 
Appreciation Week
Graduate-Professional Student Appreciation Week seeks to honor the contributions, impact and value of graduate 
and professional students on campuses throughout the United States. UGS and the Graduate and Professional Student 
Committee jointly hosted the 2013 Graduate Student Appreciation Week. Below are highlights from the week-long event.
Poster 
Sessions
held during day 
one and two of the 
Scholarly Forum 
allowed graduate 
students to explore 
a variety of research 
topics, with presenters 
personally guiding 
visitors through their 
research projects.
Zachary Jud
shares his research on following large-scale oyster reef 
restoration in the Loxahatchee River during day one of 
the Scholarly Forum.
Richard 
Lopez
discusses the 
application of 
Student Experiential 
Learning as South 
Beach Food and 
Wine Festival’s 
Program Manager.
Elizabeth 
Harrison
shares her research
“Identifying the 
Sources for Mayan 
Cichids (Cichlasoma 
Urophthalmus) in
South Florida” 
during day one of the 
Scholarly Forum.
Dr. Lawrence 
Morehouse’s
“Making the Most 
of Your Grad 
Experience” lecture 
provided graduate 
students with first 
hand knowledge and 
insights on how to 
maximize the overall 
graduate school 
experience.
Academic Panel
with faculty from a variety of disciplines engaging in open discussion with graduate 
students on how to effectively start on their path to a successful faculty career.
Rupak Dua
receives his 
Provost Award for 
Outstanding Graduate 
Student Engagement 
from Provost Wartzok 
during the 
recognition 
reception.
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Graduate students need to balance 
complex academic pursuits with their 
personal lives. Workshops under this 
competency address this need by offering 
stress and time management, conflict 
resolution, and motivational techniques.
Wellness
Research leaders have skills 
to envision future trends in 
their disciplines and engage in 
lifelong learning.  Workshops and 
lectures offered by the Center 
for Leadership at FIU provide 
inspiration and skills to develop 
the leaders of the future. 
Leadership
Doctoral students aspiring 
to become professors need 
guidance to achieve excellence 
in teaching. In collaboration 
with the FIU Center for the 
Advancement of Teaching, 
workshops address concerns 
specific to graduate students 
pursuing a faculty career.
Professoriate Training
Communication is an essential skill needed to be fully engaged in 
academia, as well as industry, government, and non-profit organizations. 
Professional development workshops offered under this competency 
include writing the literature review, publishing a dissertation, grant 
writing, presentation style, and more. These competencies prepare 
students to graduate and move seamlessly into their profession.
Academic Writing and Communication
Professional
Development
Program
Florida International University 
offers its graduate students 
many opportunities to develop 
their professional skills. 
The Professional Development Program offers 
resources in the four focus areas of academic writing 
and communication, professoriate training, 
leadership, and well-being. 
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2012-13 Fellows
Presidential 
Fellows
The Presidential 
Fellowship provides 
a three-year award to 
attract outstanding 
Ph.D. students to pursue 
graduate programs at FIU.
Richa Agrawal
Dr. Chunlei Wang
Stephanie Archer
Dr. Craig Layman
Michele Bechor
Dr. Jeremy Pettit
Alfred Castillo
Dr. Weidong Xia
Maria Gabryszewska
Dr. Nicol Rae
Zhe Geng
Dr. Hai Deng
Erjia Guan
Dr. Thomas A. Breslin
Filmon Habte
Dr. Arindam Gan Chowdhury
Yonas Habtemichael
Dr. Hector R. Fuentes
Erin Hedemann
Dr. Wendy Silverman
Ryan Hill
Dr. Jeremy Pettit
Alexander Huezo
Dr. Guillermo Grenier
Inkyoung Hur
Dr. Weidong Xia
Ajeet Jain
Dr. Arun Prakash
Yagya Joshi
Dr. Rajamani Narayanan
Margaret Kieper
Dr. Haiyan Jiang
Nathan Lemoine
Dr. Deron Burkepile
Soumyadeep Mukherjee
Dr. Mary Jo Trepka
Janice O’Driscoll
Dr. Stephen Wong
Micah Oelze
Dr. Victor M. Uribe
Sundar Pandey
Dr. Kalai Mathee
Samantha Rhodes
Dr. Philip Stoddard
Elena Shersher
Dr. Xiaotang Wang
Raju Sinha
Dr. Jean Andrian
Thomas Soltis
Dr. Mohiaddin Messbahi
Kiran Subedi
Dr. Jose Almirall
Muhammad Bakhtear Talukdar
Dr. Suchi Mishra
Elizabeth Turner
Dr. Clark Wheatley
Ling Wang
Dr. Yi Xiao
Jun Yang
Dr. David Wernick
Daniel Yohannes
Dr. Nakin Suksuwang
Qianying Zhang
Dr. Jesse Bull
Xuena Zhu
Dr. Chenzhong Li
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McNair  
Fellows
The FIU McNair 
Graduate Fellowship 
provides support to 
promising undergraduate 
McNair Scholars to 
pursue their graduate 
education at FIU.
Jason Almodovar
Dr. Tonette Rocco
Natalie Damaso
Dr. DeEtta Mills
Christopher Davis
Dr. Alexandra Cornelius
Angelica Hill
Dr. Caroline Faria
Jennifer Houston
Dr. Victoria Pace
Ashley Jones
Dr. Les Standiford
Leisha Price
Dr. Maureen Kenny
Dissertation 
Year Fellows
Dissertation Year 
Fellowships provide 
support to qualified 
doctoral students in their 
final year to facilitate 
timely completion of
dissertations.
Yalda Amir Kiaei
Dr. Thomas G. Reio
Farrukh Arif
Dr. Mehmet Emre Bayraktar 
Dr. Caesar Abi Shdid
Melissa Armitage
Dr. Mark D. Szuchman
Jennifer Attonito
Dr. Jessy G. Devieux
Deepak Balasubramanian
Dr. Kalai Mathee
Ruchir Bhatt
Dr. Anthony McGoron
Gopal Bhatta
Dr. James Webb
Derek Burkholder
Dr. Michael Heithaus
Ujwal Chaudhary
Dr. Anuradha Godavarty
Daniel Clausen
Dr. Paul Kowert
Elena Cyrus-Cameron
Dr. Mary Jo Trepka
Loraine De La Fe
Dr. Rebecca Freidman
Shimelis Dessu
Dr. Assefa Melesse
Kishore Dhavala
Dr. Mahadev Bhat
Dionne Dickson
Dr. Yong Cai
Tushar Gadkari
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias
Tatiana Gaona Narvaez
Dr. Florentin Maurrasse
Rebecca Garvoille
Dr. Laura Ogden
Masood Hajali
Dr. Caesar Abi Shdid
Joseph Holbrook
Dr. Sherry Johnson
Adeel Jamal
Dr. Alexander Mebel
Sarah Jantzi
Dr. Jose Almirall
Xinyu Jin
Dr. Niki Pissinou
Olutola Jonah
Dr. Stavros Georgakopoulos
Roxaneh Khorsand Rosa
Dr. Suzanne Koptur
Sushant Kumar
Dr. Surendra Saxena
Vivek Kumar
Dr. Berrin Tansel
Sajib Kundu
Dr. Raju Rangaswami
Sylvia Lee
Dr. Evelyn Gaiser
Jinyan Lu
Dr. Albert Gan
Kumpal Madrasi
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias
Cynthia Malakasis
Dr. Sarah J. Mahler
Shah Najiba
Dr. Jiuhua Chen
Christi Navarro
Dr. H. Virginia McCoy
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2012-13 Fellows
Arash Nejadpak
Dr. Osama Mohammed
Bora Pajo
Dr. David Cohen
Varun Penmatsa
Dr. Chunlei Wang
Idaykis Rodriguez
Dr. Eric Brewe
Adam Rosenblatt
Dr. Michael Heithaus
Ali Sarikhani
Dr. Osama Mohammed
Amanda Snyder
Dr. Sherry Johnson
Colleen Supanich
Dr. Guillermo Grenier
Yannick Thams
Dr. Aya Chacar
Martin Tsang
Dr. Guillermo Grenier
Shelley Wick
Dr. Paul Kowert
Yoshiko Yamada
Dr. Francois Debrix
Lauren Yeager
Dr. Craig Layman
Ozum Yesiltas
Dr. Mohiaddin Messbahi
Chadi Younes
Dr. Caesar Abi Shdid
Reng Zeng
Dr. Xudong He
McKnight 
Fellows
The McKnight Doctoral 
Fellowship is designed 
to encourage African 
American and Hispanic 
candidates to pursue 
graduate education. 
Clair Blake
Dr. Daniel Bagner
Cherelle Carrington
Dr. Stephen E. Wong
Alejandro Diaz
Dr. Anibal Gutierrez 
Dr. Shannon Pruden
Ransford Edwards
Dr. Ronald Cox 
Dr. Richard Olson
Elaine Espanola
Dr. Anibal Gutierrez
Dana Farrell
Dr. Elena Bastida
Julieta Hernandez
Dr. David Cohen
Eric Huey
Dr. Shekhar Bhansali
Vanessa Madrazo
Dr. Dionne Stephens
Christi Navarro
Dr. H. Virginia McCoy
Fernando Patterson
Dr. Robert Daigler
Peter Perez
Dr. Wei-Chiang Lin
Dudith Pierre-Victor
Dr. Purnima Madhivanan
Jodonnis Rodriguez
Dr. Suchismita Mishra
Alnecia Rumphs
Dr. Purnima Madhivanan
Tammy Sanders
Dr. M. O. Thirunarayanan
Desiree Sepulveda
Dr. Jacob Gewirtz
Carlos Tamayo
Dr. Hector R. Fuentes
DEA 
Fellows
The Doctoral Evidence 
Acquisition (DEA) 
Fellowship provides 
support to qualified 
doctoral students in their 
efforts to collect the 
evidence needed for their 
doctoral research.
Maurice Aboud
Dr. Bruce McCord
Mohmmadreza 
Barzegaranbaboli
Dr. Osama Mohammed
Katylynn Beltz
Dr. Kenneth G. Furton
Carmen Caicedo
Dr. Dorothy Brooten
Tosmate Cheocherngngarn
Dr. Jean Andrian
Bilal Ciplak
Dr. Mohiaddin Messbahi
Jaclyn Colona
Dr. Guillermo Grenier
Donna Comrie
Dr. Sukumar Ganapati
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Emily Eisenhauer
Dr. Gail Hollander
Wen Fan
Dr. Jose Almirall
Sean Giery
Dr. Craig Layman
Michael Good
Dr. Cem Karayalcin
Diana Grullon-Garcia
Dr. Erik Camayd-Freixas
Evangelia Hondroulis
Dr. Chenzhong Li
Shu Huang
Dr Jiuhua Chen
Sarah Jantzi
Dr. Jose Almirall
Amy Kennedy
Dr. Mehmet Dorak
Shusant Kumar
Dr. Stanislaw F. Wnuk
Chang Liu
Dr. Chenzhong Li
Brian Machovina
Dr. Kenneth Feeley
Julia Meszaros
Dr. Vrushali Patil
Ahmed Mohammed
Dr. Osama Mohammed
Shah Najiba
Dr. Jiuhua Chen
Jaimit Parikh
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias
Mamyrah Prosper
Dr. Vrushali Patil
Chandan Pulletikurthi
Dr. Norman Munroe
Sitthapon Pumpichet
Dr. Niki Pissinou
Evan Rehm
Dr. Kenneth Feeley
Reza Sanati
Dr. Mohiaddin Messbahi
Yosmel Sanchez
Dr. Florentin Maurrasse
Adam Silvia
Dr. Kenneth Lipartito 
Dr. Victor Uribe
Martin Tsang
Dr. Guillermo Grenier
Gregory Weimer
Dr. Kristen Wood
16 Doctoral Dissertations         Student Name | Major Professor(s) | Doctoral Dissertation Title
Doctoral Dissertations
Abdulaziz Abal, Ph.D.
Dr. Patricia M. Barbetta
A Comparison of the Effects of Classroom 
and Multi-User Virtual Environments on the 
Perceived Speaking Anxiety of Adult Post-
Secondary English Language Learners
Dina Mahmoud Abdel-Zaher, Ph.D.
Dr. William Newburry
Control of MNC Environmental Performance 
and the Challenges of Subsidiary Network 
Dimensions
Maurice John Aboud, Ph.D.
Dr. Bruce R. McCord
The Development of Direct Ultra-Fast 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) for 
Forensic Genotyping using Short Channel 
Microfluidic Systems with Enhanced Sieving 
Matrices
Teri L. Acquavita, Ed.D.
Dr. Thomas G. Reio, Jr.
A Longitudinal Exploration of the 
Relationship between Oral Reading Fluency 
and Reading Comprehension Achievement 
among a Sample of Diverse Young Learners
Robin Faith Amparo, Ed.D. 
Dr. Erskine S. Dottin
Gaining Insight into Teaching: A 
Phenomenological Exploration of the Lived 
Experience of Teachers of the Year
Alejandro Angee, Ph.D.
Dr. Alex Stepick
Wage Matters and Globalization: South 
Florida’s Low-Wage Immigrant Plant Nursery 
Workers and Business Protectionism in the 
Age of Neoliberalism
Christine Ardalan, Ph.D.
Dr. Kirsten E. Wood
Forging Professional Public Health Nursing 
in a Southern State: Florida’s Public Health 
Nurses: 1889-1934
Anthony D. Atwood, Ph.D.
Dr. Darden A. Pyron
A State of War: Florida from 1939 to 1945
Evelio Enrique Astray-Caneda III, Ph.D.
Dr. Howard Frank
Hazard Mitigation Element Quality in Coastal 
Comprehensive Plans in a State with Strong 
Requirements for Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Elements
Djuradj Babic, Ph.D.
Dr. Naphtali D. Rishe
Adaptive Software Fault Prediction 
Approach using Object-Oriented Metrics
Deepak Balasubramanian, Ph.D.
Dr. Kalai Mathee
Pseudomonas Aeruginosa AmpR 
Transcriptional Regulatory Network 
Rimjhim Banerjee, Ed.D.
Dr. Thomas G. Reio, Jr.
The Role of Attachment in Faculty 
Mentoring
George Nelson Bass III, Ph.D.
Dr. Ronald W. Cox  
Organized Labor and U.S. Foreign Policy: 
The Solidarity Center in Historical Context
Sudha Rani Batchu, Ph.D.
Dr. Piero R. Gardinali
Photo Degradation of Contaminants of 
Emerging Concern (CECs) under Simulated 
Solar Radiation: Implications for their 
Environmental Fate
Susan Peabody Beaghen, Ph.D. 
Dr. Allan Rosenbaum
Selection and Passage of County Land 
Preservation Voter Referendum: The Role of 
Government
Majid Beidaghi, Ph.D.
Dr. Chunlei Wang
Design, Fabrication and Evaluation of 
On-Chip Micro-Supercapacitors 
Katylynn Beltz, Ph.D.
Dr. Kenneth G. Furton
The Development of Calibrants through 
Characterization of Volatile Organic 
Compounds from Peroxide Based 
Explosives and a Non-target Chemical 
Calibration Compound
Abdul-Rhman Beydoun, Ph.D.
Dr. Karen Paul
Explaining Investor Preferences: The 
Significance of Socio-Demographic, 
Ideological, and Attitudinal Variables
Yuba R. Bhandari, Ph.D. 
Dr. Prem P. Chapagain 
Dr. Bernard S. Gerstman
Pressure Induced Structural Changes and 
Gas Diffusion Pathways in Monomeric 
Fluorescent Proteins
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Ruchir Bhatt, Ph.D.
Dr. Anthony McGoron
Positron Emission Tomography (PET) 
Tumor Segmentation and Quantification: 
Development of New Algorithms
Gopal P. Bhatta, Ph.D.
Dr. James R. Webb
The Nature of Microvariability in Blazar 
0716+714
Abhishek Bhattacharya, Ph.D.
Dr. Zhenyu Yang
Affect-Based Modeling and its Application 
in Multimedia Analysis Problems
Amanda Sarah Bourque, Ph.D.
Dr. James Fourqurean
Ecosystem Structure in Disturbed and 
Restored Subtropical Seagrass Meadows 
Jessica Sara Brown, Ph.D.
Dr. Kenneth G. Furton
Determination of Signature Volatile Odor 
Chemicals Emanating from Novel Biological 
Specimens by Non-Invasive Analytical Techniques 
for the Potential Use in Forensic Identifications
Derek A. Burkholder, Ph.D.
Dr. Michael Heithaus
Top Down Control in a Relatively Pristine 
Seagrass Ecosystem
Carmen Caicedo, Ph.D. 
Dr. Dorothy Brooten
Children with Special Health Care Needs: 
Comparison of the Effects of Home Care 
Setting, Prescribed Pediatric Extended 
Care Setting, and Long-Term Care Setting 
on Child and Family Health Outcomes and 
Health Care Service Use
Justin E. Campbell, Ph.D.
Dr. James Fourqurean
The Effects of CO2 Fertilization on the 
Ecology of Tropical Seagrass Communities
Agatha Swift Caraballo, Ph.D.
Dr. Sukumar Ganapati
The Impact of Round II Urban 
Empowerment Zones on Local Communities
Eric Cartaya, Ph.D.
Dr. Karl Kroeck
Personality and Performance: Assessing the 
Mediating Role of Mental Model Formation 
in the Personality-Performance Relationship
Vivek Chaturvedi, Ph.D. 
Dr. Gang Quan
Leakage Temperature Dependency Aware 
Real-Time Scheduling for Power and 
Thermal Optimization
Tosmate Cheocherngngarn, Ph.D.
Dr. Jean Andrian 
Dr. Deng Pan
Cross-Layer Design for Energy Efficiency on 
Data Center Network
Ayse Cici Gokaltun, Ph.D.
Dr. Mary J. Levitt
The Impact of Friends on Newly Immigrant 
Children’s Emotional and Behavioral 
Adjustment 
Mark Ellis Clifton, Ph.D.
Dr. Fernando Noriega
The Endocrine Basis for Reproductive Life-
History Trade-Offs during the Previtellogenic 
Resting Stage in the Yellow Fever Mosquito, 
Aedes Aegypti 
Donna Comrie, Ph.D.
Dr. Sukumar Ganapati
The Influence of HOPE VI Public Housing 
on Public Schools
Jacqueline Cruz Wagener, Ph.D.
Dr. Eric F. Wagner
Factors Influencing the Implementation of 
Substance Use Prevention Programs in 
Elementary Schools
Agerneh Kenubih Dagnew, Ph.D.
Dr. Girma T. Bitsuamlak
Computational Evaluation of Wind Loads on 
Low- and High-Rise Buildings 
Santanu Das, Ph.D.
Dr. Wonbong Choi
Carbon Nanostructure Based Electrodes for 
High Efficiency Dye Sensitized Solar Cell
Quinn P. Dauer, Ph.D.
Dr. Mark D. Szuchman
Natural Disasters and Comparative State 
Formation and Nation 
Building: Earthquakes in Argentina and Chile 
(1822-1939)
Loraine De La Fe, Ph.D.
Dr. Rebecca Friedman
Empire’s Children: Soviet Childhood in the 
Age of Revolution
Shimelis B. Dessu, Ph.D.
Dr. Assefa Melesse
Water Demand and Allocation in the Mara 
River Basin, Kenya/Tanzania in the Face of 
Land Use Dynamics and Climate Variability
 
Abirami Dhanabalan, Ph.D.
Dr. Chunlei Wang
Tin Oxide Based Composites Derived using 
Electrostatic Spray Deposition Technique as 
Anodes for Li-Ion Batteries
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Kishore K. Dhavala, Ph.D.
Dr. Mahadev Bhat
Essays on Emissions Trading Markets
Dionne Camille Dickson, Ph.D.
Dr. Yong Cai
The Effect of Iron Oxide Nanoparticles on 
the Fate and Transformation of Arsenic in 
Aquatic Environments
Yan Ding, Ph.D.
Dr. Rudolf Jaffé
Environmental Dynamics of Dissolved Black 
Carbon in Aquatic Ecosystems
Miguel Angel Erazo, Ph.D.
Dr. Jason Liu
Leveraging Symbiotic Relationships for 
Emulation of Computer Networks
Alicia Fernandez-Fernandez, Ph.D.
Dr. Anthony J. McGoron
IR820 Nanoconjugates for Theranostic 
Applications 
Giovanni Fernandez, Ph.D.
Dr. Suchismita Mishra
Dr. Arun Prakash
A Comprehensive Study of Bankruptcy 
Prediction: Accounting Ratios, Market 
Variables, and Microstructure
Anne Frankel, Ph.D. 
Dr. Robert M. Malow
Predictors of Adolescent Sexual Intentions 
and Behavior: Attitudes, Parenting, and 
Neighborhood Risk
Sandra Eveline Fletcher, Ed.D.
Dr. Adriana McEachern
Personal and Institutional Factors: 
Relationship to Self-Efficacy of Persistence 
to the Senior Year in College among Self-
Identified Black Undergraduate Students in 
a Hispanic Serving Institution 
Tushar V. Gadkari, Ph.D.
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias
Effect of Arginine and Oscillatory Ca2+ on 
Vascular Response Mediated via Nitric 
Oxide Signaling in Normal and Salt Sensitive 
Hypertensive Rat Mesenteric Arterioles
Arlene Garcia, Ph.D.
Dr. William M. Kurtines 
Dr. Dionne Stephens
Evaluating the Effects of Initial Participation 
in the Group Therapy Process
Rebecca I. Garvoille, Ph.D.
Dr. Laura A. Ogden
Sociocultural Complexities of Ecosystem 
Restoration: Remaking Identity, Landscape 
and Belonging in the Florida Everglades 
Sat Gavassa Becerra, Ph.D.
Dr. Philip K. Stoddard
Social and Environmental Regulation of 
Signal Plasticity and Signal Reliability in the 
Electric Fish Brachyhypopomus gauderio
Puneet Kamal Singh Gill, Ph.D. 
Dr. Norman D. H. Munroe
Assessment of Biodegradable Magnesium 
Alloys for Enhanced Mechanical and 
Biocompatible Properties
Mary Kristina Gonzalez-Ledo, Ed.D.
Dr. Patricia M. Barbetta
The use of Computer Graphic Organizers 
for Narrative Writing by Elementary School 
Students with Specific Learning Disabilities
Ravi Krishna Prasanth Gudavalli, Ph.D.
Dr. Berrin Tansel
Effect of pH and Temperature on the 
Carbonate Promoted Dissolution of Sodium 
Meta-Autunite
Jorge Guerra, Ph.D. 
Dr. Raju Rangaswami
Improving Storage with Stackable 
Extensions
Jorge Guerra, Ed.D.
Dr. Roger Geertz Gonzalez
Career Technical Education Adjunct Faculty 
Teacher Readiness: An Investigation 
of Teacher Excellence and Variables of 
Preparedness
Ece Handan Guleryuz, Ph.D.
Dr. Cem Karayalcin
Essays in Economic Growth, Political 
Economy and Institutions
Wei He, Ph.D. 
Dr. Jinlin Zhao 
Dr. Sumit Kundu
Essays of Strategic Alliance Portfolio 
Configuration: Its Performance Properties, 
Strategic Antecedents and Consequential 
Effects on Multinational Firms’ Continuing 
Foreign Expansion
Masood Hajali, Ph.D.
Dr. Caesar Abi Shdid
A Model for Continuous Measurement of 
Drilled Shaft Diameter during Construction
Rostislav Hrubiak, Ph.D.
Dr. Surenda K. Saxena
Exploring Thermal and Mechanical 
Properties of Selected Elements and 
Compounds under Extreme Conditions: 
Experiments at High Pressures and High 
Temperatures
Myung Sook Hyun, Ed.D.
Dr. Thomas G. Reio, Jr.
Examining the Validity of the GRE General 
Test Scores and Undergraduate GPA for 
Predicting Success in Graduate School at a 
Large Racially and Ethnically Diverse Public 
University in Southeast Florida
Ajeet Jain, Ph.D. 
Dr. Arun J. Prakash
Essays on the Effect of Tax Exemption on 
Competitiveness, Performance and Portfolio 
Risk of Credit Unions and Subchapter S 
Banks
Adeel Jamal, Ph.D.
Dr. Alexander Mebel
Ab Initio Quantum Chemical Studies on 
Neutral-Radical Reactions of Ethynyl 
(C2H) and Cyano (CN) with Unsaturated 
Hydrocarbons
Kaushal Kumar Jha, Ph.D.
Dr. Nakin Suksawang
An Energy Based Nanomechanical 
Properties Evaluation Method for 
Cementitious Materials 
Lin Jiang, Ph.D. 
Dr. Xiaotang Wang
Mechanisms of Chloroperoxidase-Catalyzed 
Enantioselective Reactions as Probed by 
Site-Directed Mutagenesis and Isotopic 
Labeling
Hao Jin, Ph.D.
Dr. Deng Pan
Joint Host-Network Optimization for 
Performance Enhancement and Energy 
Efficiency in Data Center Networks
Olutola Jonah, Ph.D.
Dr. Stavros V. Georgakopoulos
Optimization of Wireless Power Transfer via 
Magnetic Resonance in Different Media
Ivan Jozic, Ph.D.
Dr. M. Alejandro Barbieri
Selective and Specific Activation of Rab5 
during Endocytosis of Receptor Tyrosine 
Kinases
19Student Name | Major Professor(s) | Doctoral Dissertation Title        Doctoral Dissertations
Ali Karbasi, Ph.D.
Dr. W. Kinzy Jones
Developing a High Density Pt/Al2 O3 
Hermetic Feedthrough 
Ali Kashefi Kaviani, Ph.D.
Dr. Kang Yen 
Dr. Behrooz Mirafzal
Dynamic Modeling and Analysis of 
Single-Stage Boost Inverter under Normal 
and Abnormal Conditions
Indu Khurana, Ph.D.
Dr. Peter Thompson
Three Essays on a Longitudinal Analysis of 
Business Start-Ups using the Kauffman Firm 
Survey
Ryan J. Klotz, Ph.D.
Dr. Guillermo Grenier
Sustainable Rural Development through 
Alternative Economic Networks: Redefining 
Relations in the Commodity Chain for 
Export Vegetables in Western Guatemala
Gregory Robert Koch, Ph.D.
Dr. Daniel L. Childers
Dynamics of Ecosystem Metabolism and 
Flocculent Detritus Transport in Estuarine 
Taylor River
Ricardo Koller, Ph.D.
Dr. Raju Rangaswami
Improving Caches in Consolidated 
Environments
Roxaneh Khorsand Rosa, Ph.D.
Dr. Suzanne Koptur
Influence of Habitat on the Reproductive 
Ecology of the Amazonian Palm, Mauritia 
Flexuosa, in Roraima, Brazil
Vivek Kumar, Ph.D.
Dr. Berrin Tansel
Hydro-Physical Characterization of Media 
used in Agricultural Systems to develop 
the Best Management Practices for 
Operation of an Environmentally Sustainable 
Agricultural Enterprise
Sajib Kundu, Ph.D. 
Dr. Raju Rangaswami
Improving Resource Management in 
Virtualized Data Centers using Application 
Performance Models
Elizabeth Anne Lacey, Ph.D.
Dr. James Fourqurean 
Dr. Ligia Collado Vides
Herbivore and Nutrient Impact on Primary 
Producer Assemblages in a Tropical Marine 
Environment
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Elisabeth Llaveria-Powell, Ph.D. 
Dr. Juan Torres-Pou 
Barcelona: Espacio Literario, Espacio 
Urbano en la Novela Catalana Femenina del 
Siglo XX
Tingjun Lei, Ph.D. 
Dr. Anthony J. McGoron
Multifunctional Nanoparticles in Cancer: in 
vitro Characterization, in vivo Distribution, 
and Cellular Response after Laser-NIR Dye-
induced Heating 
Ruilong Li, Ph.D.
Dr. Arindam Gan Chowdhury
Effects of Architectural Features of Air-
Permeable Roof Cladding Materials on 
Wind-Induced Uplift Loading
Chang Liu, Ph.D. 
Dr. Chenzhong Li
Localized Surface Plasmon Resonance 
Biosensors for Real-Time Biomolecular 
Binding Study
Guanglei Liu, Ph.D.
Dr. Gang Quan
Practical Dynamic Thermal Management on 
Intel Desktop Computer
Olesya Lobanova, Ph.D.
Dr. Suchismita Mishra
Three Essays on Dual-Class Stock Structure
Jinyan Lu, Ph.D. 
Dr. Albert Gan
Development of Safety Performance Functions 
for SafetyAnalyst Applications in Florida
Nilia M. Madan, Ed.D.
Dr. Thomas G. Reio, Jr. 
Dr. Lynn Ilon
Predictors of Success: Medical Laboratory 
Associate in Science Degree Program
Kumpal Madrasi, Ph.D.
Dr. Nikolaos M. Tsoukias
Preservation of Nitric Oxide Availability as 
Nitrite and Nitrosothiols
Karen Marie Mahar, Ph.D.
Dr. Alex Stepick
Not Getting By: Poverty Management and 
Homelessness in Miami
Nilo Eric Marin, Ed.D. 
Dr. Roger Geertz Gonzalez
The Impact of a Classroom Performance 
System on Learning Gains in a Biology 
Course for Science Majors
Cointa G. Martin, Ph.D.
Dr. Erik Camayd-Freixas
Mundos Prohibidos: El Poder en el Discurso 
Epistolar de Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda 
y Juana Borrero
Brent Michael Maximin, Ph.D.
Dr. William M. Kurtines
Cognitive Competence and Life Course 
Change in Multi-Problem Adolescents
Ilida M. Medero, Ed.D.
Dr. Glenda Droogsma-Musoba
The Effectiveness of a Conceptually-Based 
Health and Wellness Course in Developing 
Health Related Factors, Exercise Self-
Efficacy and Knowledge of Health Issues 
and Exercise Performance among Diverse 
College Students
Priyanka Mekala, Ph.D.
Dr. Jeffrey Fan
Field Programmable Gate Array Based 
Target Detection and Gesture Recognition
Guy Metayer, Ph.D.
Dr. Ronald W. Cox
The Influence of Corporate Interests on the 
US Agency for International Development’s 
(USAID) Agenda: The Case of Haiti
Ahmed Mohamed, Ph.D. 
Dr. Osama A. Mohammed
Hybrid Power System Intelligent Operation 
and Protection Involving Distributed 
Architectures and Pulsed Loads
Luci Motoca, Ph.D.
Dr. Wendy K. Silverman
Treatment Moderation and Secondary Outcomes: 
Results from a Randomized Clinical Trial  
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Terence Murphy, Ph.D.
Dr. Allan Rosenbaum
An Analysis of the Factors that Influence 
Regional Economic Development 
Cooperation
Shabnam Mansourie Namin, Ph.D.
Dr. Nikolaos Tsoukias
An Experimental and Theoretical 
Analysis of Nitric Oxide Availability in the 
Microcirculation
Claire Kostopulos Nackoney, Ed.D.
Dr. Tonette S. Rocco
Living on Both Sides of the Fence: A 
Phenomenological Study of Human 
Resource Development Professionals as 
Downsizing Survivors and Strategic Human 
Resource Development Facilitators of  
Strategic Human Resource Development
Christi Maria Navarro, Ph.D.
Dr. H. Virginia McCoy
Gender Differences in the Influence of 
Protective Factors, Risk Factors, and Health 
Risk Behaviors on HIV Risk Behaviors 
among Youth in South Florida
Arash Nejadpak, Ph.D.
Dr. Osama A. Mohammed
Development of Physics-Based Models and 
Design Optimization of Power Electronic 
Conversion Systems
Xinwei Niu, Ph.D.
Dr. Jeffrey Fan
System-on-a-Chip (SoC) based Hardware 
Acceleration in Register Transfer Level (RTL) 
Design
Victor Nwankwo, Ed.D. 
Dr. M. O. Thirunarayanan
Dr. Leonard B. Bliss
The Relationship between Faculty 
Perceptions and Implementation of Elements 
of Transactional Distance Theory and Online 
Web-Based Course Completion Rates
Claudette Nyangoro, Ed.D. 
Dr. Roger Geertz Gonzalez
Globalization and the Public Provision of 
Higher Education: Empirical Evidence from 
Selected Countries
Michael J. Pagel, Ph.D.
Dr. H. Virginia McCoy
Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices 
Affecting Health Behaviors in the U.S. Army 
Special Operations Command Population of 
Rangers
Bora Pajo, Ph.D.
Dr. David Cohen
Time Spent with Children and Working 
Parents’ Willingness to Medicate 
ADHD-like Behaviors
Varun Penmatsa, Ph.D.
Dr. Chunlei Wang
Functionalized Carbon Micro/
Nanostructures for Bimolecular Detection
Martha Fernanda Pineda, Ed.D. 
Dr. Hilary C. Landorf
The Development of a Procedure to Create 
and Validate an Instrument Measuring 
Student Attainment of Competencies at an 
Intercultural University in Mexico
Pasd Putthapipat, Ph.D. 
Dr. Jean Andrian
Lightweight Middleware for Software 
Defined Radio (SDR) Inter-Components 
Communication 
Yipeng Qu, Ph.D.
Dr. Stavros V. Georgakopoulos
Wireless Sensor Network Deployment
Peng Ren, Ph.D.
Dr. Armando Barreto
Off-line and On-line Affective Recognition 
of a Computer User through a Biosignal 
Processing Approach
Omar Riaz, Ed.D. 
Dr. Peter J. Cistone 
Spiritually and Transformational Leadership 
in Education
Alicia D. Ritchey, Ed.D.
Dr. Linda A. Spears-Bunton
Goma Curriculum, a Character Education 
Paradigm: Composing a Text for Shaping 
Classroom Character Culture
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Arturo E. Rodriguez, Ph.D.
Dr. Jessy G. Dévieux
Risk Factors and Associations for Hepatitis 
C Infection among Hispanic/Latino 
Intravenous Drug Users in Miami-Dade 
County, Florida
Mahdi Saghaleini, Ph.D.
Dr. Kang Yen
Switching Patterns and Steady-State 
Analysis of Grid-Connected and Stand-
Alone Single-Stage Boost-Inverters for 
Photovoltaic (PV) Applications
Vahid Salehi Pour Mehr, Ph.D.
Dr. Osama A. Mohammed
Development and Verification of Control 
and Protection Strategies in Hybrid AC/DC 
Power Systems for Smart Grid Applications
Gregory A. Salters, Ed.D. 
Dr. Tonette S. Rocco
A Phenomenological Exploration of 
Black Male Law Enforcement Officers’ 
Perspectives of Racial Profiling and their 
Law Enforcement Career Exploration and 
Commitment
Sharon Samuels, Ed.D.
Dr. Linda A. Spears-Bunton
A Comparison Study of the English III/
American Literature Success of African 
American High School Students and that of 
Students whose Home Language is Haitian 
Creole
Kristin Ruth Sanderson, Ph.D.
Dr. Chockalingam Viswesvaran
Time Orientation in Organizations: 
Polychronicity and Multitasking
Ali Sarikhani, Ph.D.
Dr. Osama A. Mohammed
Design Optimization of Modern Machine-
Drive Systems for Maximum Fault Tolerant 
and Optimal Operation
Emily Rose Schenk, Ph.D.
Dr. Jose R. Almirall
Geographic Provenancing of Unprocessed 
Cotton using Elemental Analysis and Stable 
Isotope Ratios
Kevin J. Schneider, Ph.D.
Dr. Anthony P. DeCaprio
Covalent Protein Adduction by Drugs of 
Abuse 
Diane Schott, Ph.D.
Dr. Brian Raue
The Search for a π1(1400) Exotic Meson in 
the γ π →Δ++ η π - System with CEBAF Large 
Acceptance Spectrometer (CLAS)
Shari Schwartz, Ph.D.
Dr. Nadja Schreiber Compo
Judging Expert Witnesses: Can Judges and 
Attorneys Distinguish between Clinical and 
Experimental Psychologists?
Amanda J. Snyder, Ph.D.
Dr. M. Sherry Johnson
Pirates, Exiles, and Empire: English 
Seamen, Atlantic Expansion, and Jamaican 
Settlement, 1558-1658
Rehana Seepersad, Ed.D.
Dr. Tonette S. Rocco
Island Diasporas: Perceptions of Indo-
Caribbean Protégés regarding the Effects of 
their Cross-Cultural Mentoring Experiences 
in the United States
Nancy Shehadeh, Ph.D.
Dr. H. Virginia McCoy
Ethnic Identification: Impact on HIV/AIDS 
Risk among Migrant and Seasonal Workers 
in South Florida
Tong Sun, Ph.D.
Dr. Lou W. Kim
Glycogen Synthase Kinase 3 Influences 
Cell Motility and Chemotaxis by Regulating 
Phosphatidylinositol 3 Kinase Localization in 
Dictyostelium Discoideum
Galin K. Todorov, Ph.D.
Dr. Prasad Bidarkota
A Study of Stock Market Linkages between 
the US and Frontier Countries 
Ruth Thomas, Ph.D.
Dr. Dorothy Brooten
Test of a Smock System on CPR Primary 
Emergency Measures and Medical Errors 
during Simulated Emergencies
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Tatiana Trejos, Ph.D.
Dr. Jose R. Almirall
Evaluation of Evidential Value of the 
Elemental Comparison of Glass, Ink, 
and Paper by Laser-Based 
Micro-Spectrochemical Methods
Marva Tyrell, Ed.D.
Dr. Erskine S. Dottin
Perceptions of Character Education in a 
Seventh-Day Adventist School
Umut Unal, Ph.D.
Dr. Cem Karayalcin
Essays in Open Economy Macroeconomics
Luis Useche, Ph.D.
Dr. Raju Rangaswami
Optimizing Storage and Memory Systems 
for Energy and Performance
Jimena Vaillant-Mekras, Ph.D.
Dr. Robert Lickliter
Tests of the Intersensory Redundancy 
Hypothesis across Early Postnatal 
Development
Germán R. Vargas, Ph.D.
Dr. Roberto R. Panepucci 
Dr. Jean Andrian
Silicon Photonic Device for Wavelength 
Sensing and Monitoring
David Villegas, Ph.D.
Dr. S. Masoud Sadjadi
Interoperable Resource Brokering with 
Policy-Based Provisioning and Job 
Allocation
Virginia M. Walsh, Ph.D.
Dr. René M. Price
Geochemical Determination of the Fate and 
Transport of Injected Fresh Wastewater into 
a Deep Saline Aquifer
Chengtao Wang, Ph.D.
Dr. Piero R. Gardinali
Assessment of the Occurrence and 
Potential Effects of Pharmaceuticals and 
Personal Care Products in South Florida 
Waters and Sediments
Jian Wang, Ph.D. 
Dr. Piero R. Gardinali
Assessment of the Occurrence and 
Potential Risks of Pharmaceuticals and their 
Metabolites in Fish and Water using Liquid 
Chromatography Mass Spectrometry
Rebecca Wang, Ph.D.
Dr. Leslie Frazier
The Impact of Social Comparison Processes 
on Hoped-For Possible Selves, 
Self-Regulatory Processes and Mental 
Health Outcomes in Young Adults 
Wentian Wang, Ph.D.
Dr. Kathleen Rein
Asymmetric Syntheses of Analogs of Kainic 
Acid
Steven Michael Roig-Watnik, Ed.D.
Dr. Benjamin Baez
A Retrospective-Longitudinal Examination 
of the Relationship between Apportionment 
of Seat Time in Community-College 
Algebra Courses and Student Academic 
Performance
Lichen Weng, Ph.D.
Dr. Chen Liu
A Hardware and Software Integrated 
Approach for Adaptive Thread Management 
in Multicore and Multithreaded 
Microprocessors
Vanessa Gaultney Werner, Ph.D.
Dr. Pete E.C. Markowitz
Angular Distribution of Prompt Photons 
using the Compact Muon Solenoid at 
sqrt(s)= 7 TeV
Shelley Dianne Wick, Ph.D.
Dr. Paul Kowert
Constructing Threat: How Americans 
Identify Economic Competitors
Nitin Yadav, Ph.D.
Dr. Wei-Chaing Lin
In Vivo Characterization of Epileptic Tissue 
with Optical Spectroscopy
Yoshiko Yamada, Ph.D.
Dr. François Debrix
The Discursive Construction of Japanese 
Identity and its Haunting Others
Shanshan Yang, Ph.D.
Dr. Albert Gan
Improving Seasonal Factor Estimates for 
Adjustment of Annual Average Daily Traffic
Lauren Yeager, Ph.D.
Dr. Craig Layman
Does Landscape Context Affect Habitat 
Value? The Importance of Seascape 
Ecology in Back-Reef Systems
Chadi Younes, Ph.D.
Dr. Ceasar Abi Shdid
Developing an Enhanced Model for 
Combined Heat and Air Infiltration Energy 
Simulation
Rimi Zakaria, Ph.D. 
Dr. Sumit K. Kundu 
Dr. William Newburry
Interdependencies in Corporate 
Development: Relationship between 
Strategic Alliance and Acquisition Activities
Rui Zhang, Ph.D.
Dr. Xiaotang Wang
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopic 
and Computational Investigations of 
Chloroperoxidase Catalyzed Regio- and 
Enantio-selective Transformations
Xiaoduo Zhi, Ph.D.
Dr. Fenfei Leng
Transcription-coupled DNA Supercoiling 
in Escherichia Coli: Mechanisms and 
Biological Functions
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